Conducting and putting science into practice: the future of oral health research, dental education, and dental practice.
Popular attention has focused on connections between single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) where single genome irregularities are associated with biological deficiencies. The more significant and more difficult work will come through seeking to understand the proteonomics--the way sets of genes are expressed as proteins, and ultimately in larger and more complex entities. Future developments will take place at the interfaces among various disciplines. We are already seeing the introduction of diagnostic tests based on the new genomics in dental offices. New skills will be needed to bring these emerging developments into practice.